
some pain in the back, lasting a short time and then subsiding. The
operation of the preceding day was now repeated, and the membranes

.

somewhat more extensively detached. On neither of these occasions
did she appear to suffer any increased fatigue or much inconvenience
from my interference. I now concluded to await the effect of the efforts
already made. The remedies used prior to May 1st had been discon-
tinued, the only means since employed being such as were likely to
promote, as far as possible, the patient's comfort, sustain her strength,
and procure rest at night. There were no indications of approaching
labor, other than occasional pains in the back, until Sunday night,
May 5th.

At my visit on Monday morning, I found that labor pains had com-
menced during the night, and that the liquor amnii had been discharg-
ed towards morning. On placing the ear over the abdomen, could
hear the tick of the fœtal heart. Presentation by the vertex. Dur-
ing the forenoon the os uteri continued to dilate slowly, the pains be-
ing feeble and occurring at long intervals. At 3 o'clock, P.M., there
being full dilatation, but no expulsive power, 1 applied the forceps.
The child, a female, was stillborn. The cord was much shrunken.
Considerable foetid gas followed. Shortly afterwards, the breech of a

second child was presenting ; when within convenient reach, its deli-
very was assisted by the application of the blunt hook. This was
also a female and stillborn ; the upper portion of its body, when born,
was enveloped in the membranes, with the placenta resting on its head
like a cap. The other placenta soon followed, the two not being
united in this instance. No haemorrhage ensued. The mother was
much exhausted, but was able to talk, and take some stimulants which
were directed for her. The pulse was distinct at the wrist, and there
was no fainting. In the course of an hour I left her, and returned
after about two hours' absence. Was informed that she had had some

sleep. Found her in a state of stupor, from which she would arouse
when spoken to, and then relapse. She at length became comatose,
and died at 7 o'clock in the morning. No post-mortem examination
was allowed.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1861.

Registration of Medical Practitioners.—We gladly publish the
following letter, as it indicates that the want of a Medical Registra-
tion Act is felt in other places as well as here :—

Messrs. Editors,—I read with interest this morning your editorial
on the " Registration of Medical Practitioners," and 1 think if this
can by any means be accomplished, it should be done. In Pennsylva-
nia, after the first of July next, the law of registration is to go into
operation. I made the effort last autumn to get the matter before our
Legislature, but not being very successful I concluded to defer it un-
til the next session ; in the meantime, however, let us stir up the
medical societies and agitate the question, that we may ensure suc-
cess. The law should require that every practitioner of medicine
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should see that his diploma be recorded in the city or town in which
he resides, a non-compliance with which should subject the delinquent
to a fine, as in Pennsylvania, of fifty dollars a day, together with
apartments in the State Prison. Thousands of persons are sent to an
untimely grave by irregular practitioners. But, sa3*s one, patients
are not obliged to employ them. To be sure they are not ; but induce-
ments are held out to them which, however unreasonable to the edu-
cated, easily deceive the ignorant. A word in regard to quack medi-
cines : the proprietor should be obliged to publish the. formula, or pay a

heavy penally. The lawyer is encouraged ami protected, and so are
almost all other professions; and why, I ask, should not the physician
receive the protection of the State ? Yours, «fcc,

Taunton, Jane 20lh, 1861. S. P. Hcbbard.

Visit of TnF. Medical Commission to the Forts.—M<:<.<r.<. Editors,—
The largo number of our medical brethren who improved the oppor-
tunity so kindly afforded them by the invitation of the newly-appoint-
ed Surgeon-General oi the State—Dr. \Vm. J. Dale—to accompanythe Medical Commission on a visit to the forts in our harbor, shows
how welcome are the occasional days of recreation gained by the busy
practitioner, and also proves the interest taken in the special objects
of the excursion. 1 doubt not that all who joined in the latter will
most heartily unite with me in expressing the real enjoyment which
attended il throughout. Circumstances were eminently favorable, and
the management of the expedition deserves the highest commendation.

Our harbor—beautiful always—never appeared more picturesque
and delightful to the eye ; and the day was one for a trip of the sort,
which, to say the least, could not be surpassed. The sky—overcast
for many of the hottest hours, became cloudless as the day wore on ;
and the ocean-breezes brought to our city-jaded frames that sense of
delicious listlessness and placid content which every voyager—even
for short distances—has experienced in calm and fine weather. The
party, numbering some fifty physicians of Boston, with the Adjutant
General, left Commercial Wharf at 10, A.M., in the steamer Pem-
broke, which had been kindly placed at their disposal by His Excel-
lency the Governor. The run to Fort Independence was soon made,
and a peaceful invasion of the " Castle" soon took place. On enter-
ing the fortified area, or parade ground, the garrison, consisting of the
4th Battalion of Rifles, was found drawn up in line, and their " pre-
sent arms " was gracefully acknowledged by the stalwart Surgeon-
General, who acquitted himself, everywhere, as if "to the manor
born." The troops then went through a series of well-executed ma-
nœuvres under the direction of Major Leonard, their commanding offi-
cer, wdiose whole bearing was that of the thorough soldier. The Fort
seemed scrupulously clean ; and the men all looked well, and were in
excellent spirits. We cannot forbear mentioning, in this connection,
the excessive glare of the sun upon the white earth composing the
drill-ground at both the forts. That this must be exceedingly trying
to the eyes of the troops, is certain. One of the officers showed un-
mistakable signs of its effects, and, indeed, spoke of them in my hear-
ing. If not contrary to military rules, why should not these spaces
be covered with turf? A closely shaven sward would answer per-
fectly for parade purposes, and the relief to the eyes of the soldiers
would be very great.
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The party subsequently visited Fort Warren, as well as Long Island,
the camp ground of Col. Cass's regiment, and inspected all the
hospital accommodations for the troops, being received with ready
courtesy by the officers, both military and medical, at each station.
So far the office of Surgeon would seem to be almost a sinecure, so
little sickness did we find. At Camp Wightman, the surgeon reported
only one man very sick ; he was suffering from typhoid fever. At Fort
Warren seven men were in the hospital, one afflicted somewhat se-

verely with inflammatory rheumatism. We were glad to learn that
although Col. Cass's regiment had been subjected to unusual privationsand exposure at first, the health of the troops had not materially
suffered on this account.

The social features of the excursion, which alternated with and con-
cluded the more arduous professional investigations of the occasion,
may not be specially mentioned, except that they were fully in keep-
ing with the well-known hospitable disposition and bonhommie of the
worthy Surgeon-General.

The hearty cheers which had been given and returned at Fort Inde-
pendence, were renewed as the Pembroke steamed away, "outward
bound," from Fort Warren ; passing the School-ship Massachusetts,
which dipped her flag in answer to the salute from the Pembroke, and
also paid us the compliment of manning her yards with her boys
on our return. While we ran along in sight of the South Shore, to-
wards Minot's Ledge, with its famous Light-house, detachments of
our company were successively and peremptorily ordered to go below,
and were put—not in irons—but around a bountifully-spread table.
As was natural, the patriotic element was by no means dormant on
this pleasant occasion, and the harmonious voices which united in sing-
ing the Star-Spangled Banner and other patriotic melodies, showed
that the members of the profession present were votaries of Apollo in
his aesthetic as well as his scientific attributes. Resolutions of thanks to
the Surgeon-General, likewise to Capt. Berry, Assistant Quartermas-
ter Lee and Purser Canning, were also adopted. A committee, con-
sisting of Drs. George Hayward, John Homans and Ezra Palmer, Jr.,
was also appointed, to present to the Governor the acknowledgments
of the company for the arrangements made by his authority, by which
their comfort and enjoyment were so much promoted. It was gene-
rally agreed, by all on board, that they should be ready to inspect the
forts at least once a week during the summer.

We shall all, Messrs. Editors, long and gratefully remember our de-
lightful sail on Saturday, June 22d, 1861, in the Pembroke, under the
generous auspices of Surgeon-General Dale, M. V. M. " Three times
three," gentlemen, if you please !

Rhode Island Medical Society.—The fiftieth annual meeting of this So-
ciety was held in Providence, on Wednesday, June 19th. Arrangements were
adopted for the formation of Committees or Sections, to report facts obtained in
the State, in the several departments of practical medicine, surgery, obstetrics,
and collateral sciences ; and Chairmen in these four department« were appointed.Other plans were adopted, for the formation of a permanent cabinet, and for
more frequent meetings of the Society. Papers were read by Dr. Edwin M.
Snow of Providence, Dr. T. K. Newhall of North Scituate, &c. Dr. Snow pre-sented_ an elaborate account of the disease lately prevalent among swine, with
views illustrating the nature and causes of the cattle-disease, and of epidemics.The results of numerous autopsies of swine were given in detail, as recorded by
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Dr. G. L. Collins ; and the evidences were strong that the disease is not merely
local, but affects the blood, and shows itself in many different organs, being more

analogous to typhus than perhaps to any other known human disease.
The following officers of the Society were elected for the ensuing year :—Chas.

W. Parsons, President; Henry E. Turner and Jarvis J. Smith, Vice Presidents;
H. G. Stickney, Recording Secretary ; E. A. Crane, Corresponding Secretary ;
G. L.Collins, Treasurer; T. C. Dunn and T. Xewell, Librarians and Cabinet
Keepers; D. King, O. Bullock, G. L. Collins, J. W. C. Ely, J. H. Eldredge, W.
A. Shaw, S. Clapp and C. H. Fisher, Censors.

Dr. D. Homer Batchelder was appointed orator for the next annual meeting.
The Trustees of the Fiske Fund announced that they had awarded a premium

of one hundred dollars to a Dissertation on "Aneurism, its varieties and their
appropriate treatment," bearing the motto, '' J'ai tenté de laborer un petit coin
du vaste champ de la chirurgie ;" and on breaking the seal of the accompanying
packet, they found the author's name to be Daniel Dennison Slade, M.D., of Bos-
ton, Mass. They had also awarded an equal premium to a Dissertation bearing
the motto " Prcestat Natnrœ voce doceri, quam ingenio suo sapere;" and the au-
thor was found to be E. S. Gaillard, M.D., of Baltimore,'Md. Other essays of
great merit were offered on both subjects ; and one upon the first subject, hear-
ing the motto " Bella, hórrida bella," was considered as especially endued to
honorable mention.

They propose the two following subjects for 1862:—
I. What evidence is there that inflammatory and febrile diseases have under-

gone any general change of type?
II. Gun-shot wounds ; particularly those caused by recently-invented missiles.
For the best dissertation on the first subject, they offer a premium of one hun-

dred dollars ; for the best on the second subject, they offer a premium of fifty
dollars.

Dissertations should be sent, expense! paid, to Dr. S. A. Arnold, Secretary of
the Trustees of the Fiske Fund, Providence, R. I., on or before May 1st, 1862.
Each dissertation should be marked by some motto, and accompanied by a sealed
packet, bearing the same motto on the outside, and the author's name and resi-
dence inside. Packets accompanying unsuccessful dissertations will be destroyed
unopened. The awards will be announced at the annual meeting of the Rhode
Island Medical Society in June, 1862.

Vermont Medical Society.—Semi-Axxcal Meeting.—The Vermont Me-
dical Society met on Wednesday, June 19, in Rutland, the President, Dr. Morgan,
of Bennington, in the chair. The subject of Diphtheria was taken up and very ably
discussed by Drs. Cushman, Griswold, Knowles, Woodward, McCollom, Hunting-
ton, Cochran, Pond, Cook, and the President.

On motion of Dr. McCollom, the Chair appointed as a committee to report up-
on the qualifications of candidates for membership to their Society—Drs. Love,
Griswold and Knowles.

The Society met Thursday, June 20th, at 9 o'clock, A.M., pursuant to adjourn-
ment. The business committee reported for discussion—1st. Diphtheria. 2d.
Placenta Prœvia. 3d. Injuries of the Hip Joint. 4th. Abscess of the Lungs.

On motion of Dr. Cook, it was voted that the President and Secretary be a

committee to designate members of the Society who shall prepare written arti-
cles upon some subjects connected with the medical profession, to be read at the
annual meeting of the Society.

The discussion upon diphtheria was renewed by Dr. Cushman, after which Dr.
Griswold reported a very remarkable case of Abscess of the Lungs. Dr. Per-
kins reported a case of Phlegmonous Abscess, somewhat analogous to the one

reported by Dr. Griswold. The subject of Injury of the Hip-Joint was next
taken up and ably discussed by Dr. Cochran, who 'reported a number of cases.
The discussion was participated in by Drs. Paige and Cushman, who reported a
number of cases, mostly in females ; and Dr. Kuss reported a case of fracture of
the neck of the femur, in which there was perfect recovery, and the surgeon was
sued for malpractice in confining the patient when there had been no fracture.
After a contested suit of some years' duration the case was settled, and a few
years after, upon the death of the woman, a post-mortem examination disclosed
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the fact that there had been a very peculiar fracture and perfect recovery. Drs.
Bates and Brigham reported cases.

In the afternoon, Dr. Spencer reported a case of Disease of the Knee-joint,
and gave the members of the Society an opportunity to examine the same. The
subject of Placenta Prœvia was called up, when the following named gentlemen
spoke on the subject, and reported cases : Drs. Cushman, Perkins and Wood-
ward. Dr. Noble called the attention of the Society to the consideration of
Phlegmasia Dolens, which subject elicited many valuable remarks. Dr. Ward-
ner reported a case of Strangulated Hernia, where the use of ether by inhalation
remarkably facilitated the reduction of the constricted bowel. Dr. Russ made
some valuable remarks upon the same subject, and reported cases of interest—
showing the beneficial effect following the use of large doses of opium and tin;
external application of cold to the tumor. Dr. H. R. Jones spoke on the subject,
and Dr. Danforth reported a very remarkable and interesting case.

Smallpox at Fort Monroe—Vaccination of Troops.—Smallpox and va-
rioloid having broken put at Fortress Munroe, Gen. Butler has issued an order
appointing Dr. Henry A. Martin, of Roxbury, for the special duty of inspecting
all the troops under his command, and vaccinating and re-vaccinating such as in
his judgment need such protection. In accordance with this order, Dr. Martin
took his departure for Fortress Monroe last Thursday. We are requested by
Dr. Martin to state that his arrangements for the supply of lymph to physicians
will not be interrupted, but that orders directed to his address will be answered
by return mail, in precisely the same manner and with the same material as
heretofore.

VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
Por the Week esdixo Saturday, June 22d, 1861.

DEATHS.

Deaths during theweek,.
Average Mortality of the corresponding weeks of the ten years, 1851-1861,
Average corrected to increased population,.
Deaths of persons above90,.

Total-
58
66.1
74.15

Mortality from Prevailing Diseases.
Phthisis. | Choi. Inf. I Croup. | Scar. rev. I Pneumonia. I Variola. I Dysentery. I Typ. Fev. | Diphtheria.

13 1 1 2 2 0 1 1 | 0

meteorology.
From Observations taken at the Observatory of Harvard College.

Mean height of Barometer, .

Highest point of barometer,Lowest point of Barometer, .

Mean Temperature,

29.867 | Highest point of Thermometer,
30.058

.

Luvest point of Thermometer,
-

< "iTii j General direction of Wind, .

68^3. | Am'l of Kain (in inches)

. 85«
. 45°

S.W. 4; W.
. 0.23

From Observations taten by Dr. Ignatius Langer, at Davenport, Scott Co, Iowa. Latitude, 41.31
_North. Longitude, 13.41 IVest. Height above the Sea, 729.

Monday, June 10,
Tuesday.
Wednesday,
Thursday,
Friday,
Saturday,
Sunday,

11,
1-,
18,
It,
15,
16,

Bakoxeter.
7 A.M.

29.39
29.30
2.1.46
2.U7
29224
29.2]
29.44

2 p.m.

29.34
29.35
29.46
2.P.41
29.12
29.16
29.80

9 F.M.

29.2S
29.38
29.46
29.37
29 08
29.31
2:US

THKliMOMKTKIl-
7 AM 2 I'M

72 83
70 74
65 I 78
66 7S

¡TB
Main'.

„ ©

c E

Mean
Amount
of cloud,
0 to 10.

Mautkd,—At Urass VaUey, Cal., May Ulli, D. W. C Willoughby, M.D., to Mary Duno, both of Forbes-
town, Butte County.

Deaths is Bomia for the week ending Saturday noon, June 23d, 58. Males, 23-Females, 35.—
Abscess, 1—-apoplexy, 2—asthma, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—burn-, 1—-cancer, 1—cholera infantum, 1
—coolers morbos, 1—consumption, IS—convulsion», 2—croup, 1-tdebUity, 1—dropsy, I—dropsy of tho
nniui, 4-drowned.i —dysentery, 1—scarlet fcrer, 2—typhoid fever. 1—baanorrhage, 1—disease of the
ne.irt, 3—infantile disease. 1—Intemperance, I—disease of the kidneys, 1—laryngitis, 1- inflammation of
tne lungs,2—marasmu«, 1—paralysis, 1—peritonitis, 1—premature birth, 2—rheumatism, 1—teething, 1
—unknown. 2—whooping cough, 3.1 rider 5 years of age, 23—between 0 and 20 years, 9—between 20 and 40 years, 11—l«twccu 40 and 00
year.. 1:—aoove 60 years, 3. Born in the United States, 89—Ireland, 14—other places, 5.
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